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USDOC FOR BEWT 

USDOE FOR STEVE GOLDMAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, UR 

SUBJECT: SOVIETS INCREASE EXPLORATORY DRILLING IN 
TYUMEN 

1 . ACCORDING TO A BRIEF, BOXED ITEM ON FRONT PAGE OF 
AUGUST 26 PRAVDA, 520 THOUSAND METERS OF DEEP EXPLOR- 
ATORY OIL AND GAS WELLS HAVE BEEN DRILLED IN TYUMEN 
OBLAST' SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, MORE THAN 
WAS DONE IN ALL OF LAST YEAR. BETTER PERFORMANCES 
WERE ACHIEVED BY GROUPS IN SURGUT, PRAVDINSK, MEGION 
AND AGANSK. 

2. COMMENT: INCREASED EXPLORATION IS OF COURSE A KEY 
TO FUTURE PRODUCTION, BUT AT LEAST THREE OF THE 
AREAS-SURGUT, PRAVDINSK AND MEGION— ARE EXISTING OIL 
FIELDS. THUS IT APPEARS THAT EMPHASIS CONTINUES TO BE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 20532 281103Z 

PLACED ON FURTHER EXPLOITATION OF EXISTING FIELDS, AT 
LEAST AS FAR AS OIL IN TYUMEN IS CONCERNED. TOON 
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